
Uttle Shell Ttibe of Chippewa Indiaos of Montana
625 Ceatral Avenue West

Grcat Falls MT 59,101

To: State-Tribal Relations Committee, 63d Montaoa Legrslature, Jonathan Windy Boy, Chair

Ftom: Litde Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Montana (IST), Gerald Gray, Jr., Chair

Re: A BiII to substitute Montana placenames that incolporate the derogatory v/ords

"Halfbteed and/or Breed" with names &om the Litde Shell Tribe of Chippewa Indians of
Montana's combined ttaditiond historic languages: Chippewa, Ctee, & Michif. This biII
arises &om and is framed as a I5T activity of the Monana Stete Legislature's "Monana
Indian l,anguages Preservation Pilot Program Q013, 580342 /I[.{LI-P3)."

Date: July 246 , z0t4

Rationale: The s,otds "Halfbreed," and its diminutive "Breed," are racist terms that have
long been used hurtfi:lly, stemming ftom the recon6guration petiod of Ametican and
Montana history. The terms question the "legitimacy" of inclusion of certain peoples (to
whom it is applied) within the Amedcan aod Montana oation-state proiects. By an implied
hierarchy ofra"i-l preferences, they assign a lesser humar a::d civil dghts status to mixed-
heritage Aboriginal peoples. The terms were made placenames in Montana as Euroamedcans
ovedaid hegemony on preexisting Abodginal cultuescapes, emblazoning ftg 56cial pscking
otdet on the ]and itself. The use of tle tetms "Halfbreed' and'Breed" is well documented
in the histodcal litemture of Montana as opprcssive to our state's first peoples, especially
Monana's "Landless Indiaos." The tetms ftom old retrin curreocy io certain quartes, wittr a

resurgence in contemporary Monane society. Montana changes; newcomers ftom across the
earth join us. Old biases die hatd; not all ttadition is good. Critical issues currendy face tdbal
nations as a consequence of historically impose blood quannrm rules of "legitima.y'' *lrfr"g
to tribd enrollrnent. Iike the words "Nigget''and "Squaw," the use of "Halfbreed'and
"Breed" is at once inaccunte, untrue, urkiod, and unacceptable. As with the terrns 'Niggel'
and "Squaw," takiog a stand on the wotds "Halfbreed" and 'Breed" is a powerfrrl teaching
tool offering a lesson to Montana's citizenry ttrat "race" is a fictive dewise of the colonial era

to uniusdy divide and opptess peoples (re the humao genome). We are all bettet sered
witlin our society by being more aware, considerate, and appteciative ofour complex
divetse cultural and polyetbnic heritage as Mont na''s.

Refetences: Susan Byoth Fox, Executive Directot, Montana Legislative Services Division,
4A6-44+3066; Casey Bars, Research Analyst, Montana kgislative Services Division, 406-
444-3957; Casey Winn Lozat, Progtam Managet, STEDC, 406-847-2827; Jxon Smith, State

Director of Indian Affairs, 40644+3702, Gerry Daumillet, State Libtary/NRIS, Geographic
Names Theme Ir^d, 406- 44+5358.

State Tribal Relations Committee
JulY 24,2014

EXHIBIT 1



HOUSEBIT NO.

INTRODUCED BY:

AN ACT REQUIRING STATE I.ANDHOLDING AND LANDMANAGING
AGENCIES TO IDENTIFY ALL GEOGRAPHIC FEATURES AND PLACES UNDER
THEIR'URISDICTION USING THE WORDS "HALFBREED AND/OR BREED'';
REQUIRING THE AGENCIES TO REMOVE THE'OOORDS ''HALFBREED
AND/OR BREED" FROM ANY MAPS, SIGNS, OR MARKERS'OSHENEVER
AGENCIES UPDATE, MAPS OR REPLACE SIGNS AND MARKERS BECAUSE OF
WEAR OR VANDAIISM; AND PROVIDING FOR APPOINTMENT OF AN
ADVISORY GROUP TO DE!'ELOP REPLACEMENTNAMES AND NOTIFY
APPROPRIATE AGENCIES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

Section L \[arning of sites ard g€ographic features -- replacement ofwords
I{ALFBREED AND/OR BREEDTT - advisory group. (1) The coordinator of Indian

affairs shall appoint ao advisory group that will serve on a volunteer basis to consult with
local agencies, otganizations, and individuals in developing names to repLace present site or
geographic oames that contain the words "HALFBREED AND/OR BREED'.

(2) Eech agency of state govemhent ttrat owtrs onnaoages public Iand in the state shall
identifr any featues or places under its iurisdiction tlat contain the words 'I{ALFBREED
AND/OR BREED" aod infoffr the advisory group of the agency's ideotifcation of featues
or places containing those wotds. The agency shall ensue that whenevet the agency updates
a map or replaces a sign, intetptetive marker, ot any otler rnarker because of wear or
vanddism, the s/ords "FIALFBREED AND/OR BREED" is removed and repleced with
the name choseo by the advisory group.

(3) The adwisory group shdl:

(a) noti& the U.S. forest service, the Monana departrrents of commerce and natutal
tesources and conservation, and any other entity that compiles infomration for and develops
maps for the state or for public use of the name change so that it may be teflected on
subsequent editions ofany maps or informational literature produced by those entities; and

@) place a formal request with the United States board on geogtaphic names to rcnder a
decision on the ptoposed name change so tlat the new name will be reflected on all United
Sates board on geographic names maps.



Section 2. Notification to tribal govemments. The seuetary of state shall send a copy
of [this act] to each tribal govemment located on tl-re seven Mootana reselvations and to the

Litde Shell Tdbe of Chippewa.

Section 3. Codification iastruction [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an integtal
part of Tide 2, chaptet 15, part 1, and the ptovisions of Title 2, chapter 15, Part 1, aPPly to

[section 1].

.END-

Prepared for Gerald Gray, Jr., Chair of the Litde Shell Ttibe of Chippewa Indians of Monaoa,
by Nicholas Vrooman, Ph.D., Northetn Plains Folklife Resources.
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